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bridging the communication gap 
As there is the disjoint between the idea of 
architect and the percept ion of the public, this 
project's mission is to bridge the communication gap, 
that is to re-educate the archtiect and educate the 
public. All the facilities and measures are to empha-
size on the direct experience for the public to experi-
ence architecture. Besides, the centre aims to pro-
vide back-up service to professional and hoep that 
through the permanent centre, it would give a better 
and clearer image to the public. 
The project composes of two parts: one is 
static, the other is portable. Static one is intended to 
be the reference point and the foundation of the 
portable structure. The portable structure would 
penetrate into the urban fabric to reach people, in 
o rder to e n c o u r a g e the i n te rac t i on and 
communication. 
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I n t r o d u c t i o n 
The status of architect in Hong Kong declines 
as time goes. The reason may be that ordinary people 
cannot understand the philosophy and the ideas be-
hind the buildings. The common thing I came across 
was that people would mistake architect as engineer. 
They would think that the architecture is that only the 
inside group language, in order to protect our indus-
try. Some even thought that architecture is the fash-
ion of dressing up the building with different eleva-
tions, but not the art of space. Nevertheless, in case 
of the Central Library and the MOCA (Museum of 
Modern Art), the public concern raised and the dis-
cussion of architecture was also increased. 
Moreover, this recent one or two year was 
the first economic recession in fifteen years. In his-
tory, this would be the time that the art and culture 
made a giant step. Then, in Hong Kong, we should 
take this chance to enhance the publicity of the pro-
fessional and to upgrade the quality of our trade. 
Therefore, I would like to research on the is-
sue of the disjoint of ideas of architects and the per-
ception of the viewers, trying to dissolve the commu-
nication gap between them. 
Approach of the research 
1 study and define those keywords and topics of the 
synopsis diagram 
2 make the hypothesis to improve the situation and de-
termine issues to be further study 
3 select a site and detail study the precedents 
4 come to future state, program, summeries and con-
clusion 
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thinking flow chart - issues explored 
Issue: 
Disjoint of ideas of architect and perception of viewers 
communication in terms of discussion 
what is exhibition? its essence? 
delivery of message - communication 
portable structure 
Who is the client? 
Who is the user? 
what is architecture? 
What characteristics of architecture 
make it possible to be understood? 
Various theories of architecture 
What is Hong Kong architecture? 
definition of architect 
interviewing with practicing architects 
Hypothesis 
re-educate architect / educate public 
what is space? experiencing architecture? 
related issues / p.r. / concepts 
design in scale of 1:500 
in terms of functions 
refining the design 
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Theoretically, there are two approaches to the 
unique personal identity, one by adding; the other by di-
minishing. Hong Kong started from the beginning, it lacked 
of its own identity, and it could not borrow the set of values 
from British as its colony; but also did not inherit that of 
China. Hong Kong people devote their much effort to cre-
ate their own identities by continuously adding different, 
distinct properties to them. That means, when one declares 
one of his own interests, he is getting similar to those who 
bare the same interest. He is not becoming unique, but 
being similar to someone else. This is the opposite that he 
wants to be. Then, he would repeat the process again, 
and this time, he gets even closer to those people having 
those two properties. This is cycle going on and on, the 
identity of the person becomes blurred. When people try 
to get rid of the loss of the identity, the cycle is going faster 
and faster. Thus, they go to direct copying that they copy 
without thinking and understanding the philosophy and 
attitude behind. Moreover, people want to be unique; the 
speed of adopting something new is highly emphasized. 
丁his phenomenon gets deep in Hong Kong people mind, 
and becomes ideology. It influences most of the aspects 
of life of local people. 
Hong Kong, from a little colonial city to an inter-
national metropolis, the concept of home has been 
changed a lot. About 50 years ago, the standard home 
was shared by 72 families of people. They were just the 
shelters of life. However, nowadays, the new ideal home 
is a kind of ideology. There is a concept of home being the 
very personal thing of a person. Moreover, in Hong Kong, 
the largest amount of money was spent on home. This 
accounts for the great concern on the real estate market, 
the construction cost of a single square foot, but people 
are not aware of they are living in something called "archi-
tecture". So, there are contraticting phenomenon. 
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What is Archi tecture 
Master's definition 
"Architecture is everything." 
"Silence, the desire to express, and Light, the means 
of expression, join at an infinitely thin constantly chang-
ing threshold……At this threshold, inspiration occurs." 
- L o u i s I. 
Kahn 
Silence and Light 
"The art of our period is performing its proper func-
tions when it addresses itself to the chosen few." 
Le 
My own view 
Corbusier 
A machine to live in 
Architecture is the art of making space. 
Space happens under the sun and above ground. 
Man - made space is the beginning of defining the 
"inside” and "outside", by introducing the boundary 
as the space-defining element. In the boundary, thus 
the architecture exists as" the wall between the in-
side and the outside". To me, architecture is some-
thing limited but infinite. The space is defined by 
boundary, and then it is meaningful, however, within 
the space, infinite possibility display. The character 
of the space governs the possible activities and also 
the emotion of the people react to it. If no people act 
as part of the interaction, to me, there is no concept 
of space, as there are no receiver in the relationship. 
The art of architecture (man-made) is justified by the 
emotion arosed by the space created. 
4 
p u n o J 6 > l o e m
 l e j n p a 芸 O J V
 u o u e j o l d x m 
Ch 
Hong Kong Archi tecture 
Non-style adoption 
Nevertheless, when people start to compare 
these theories with what Hong Kong architecture is, 
some of them would feel disappointment, as there 
are so few of great architecture out there. Still, there 
are three obvious features of Hong Kong architec-
ture. 
The first one is the receptivity to architectural 
styles. Not until recently, Hong Kong does not claim 
to be a part of China, so there is a lack of historical 
heritage in architecture. Hong Kong has no fixed iden-
tity, so there is just the adoption of treatment and 
method, but not the style, as they grounded without 
any philosophy and attitudes. 
Culture of disappearance 
Secondly, there may be some preserved 
buildings in Hong Kong, but they are all monumental 
or colonial. However, for the buildings devoted for 
the cultural memories, most of them were erased or 
left poorly maintained. Therefore, there is a paradoxi-
cal phenomenon of space of disappearance. 
Ch.2 
p u n o J 6 > l o e g
 |
 J 0 9 1 ! L P J V 
5 
U 0 ! 1 2 0 l d x 3 
Hyperdensity 
The most noticeable feature may be the 
hyperdensity of Hong Kong. Buildings expand in 
two directions: horizontal and vertical. Reclama-
tion carried out along the Victoria Harbor, at the 
same time, buildings are competing for their 
height. 
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Summary of Precedent Studies 
Na t i ona l A r c h i t e c t u r e 
Institue 
The netherlands Architecture Institute was carefully 
studied, its program was concluded as follows: 
Schedule of accommodation 
Program 
1. foyer/reception 
2. exhibition / museum z:.;.. r： 
3. lecture theatre 
4. library 
5. curator 














The four principle functions areas: exhibi-
tion (museum & gallery); information; lecture 
theatre and administration. The design strategy of 
NAI was also considered for the principle functions 
for four major forms with different materials. The 
four elements were put togethr and their rigorous 
geometries overlapping provides linkage between 
different functional spaces. 
IBM Travelling Exhibition Pavilion 
The form of portable 
structure has been considered, the 
precedent studied would be IBM 
exhibition pavilion. The dismantle 
and assemble properties were 
highly appreciated. The glazed 
envelope was contributing to 
enhance the communication 
between interior and exterior. 
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The Bristol Architecture 
Centre was studied, because of its 
extremely concise existence. The 
clever adaption of the old ware-
house inspired the introduction of 
the old antiquity as part of the 
exhibition of the project. 
During the research 
period, several exhibitions have 
been studied for the form of 
exhibition of architecture. One was 
the Eames, design for the World of 
Franklin and Jefferson and the 
Hong Kong - city of vision. The 
former one was overseas and 
relatively low-tech; the latter one 
was local and recent, with the 
assistance of computer. This 
helped to shape the form of 
exhibition. 
Eames' design 
j S i i ： 
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Hong Kong - city of vision 
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Client Profile 
Definition of Architect 
"Master craftsman, who would prepare trade books 
and learned treatises." 
The ancient Greek period 
"simply a master builder" 
4th century AD 
“…all the work that the architect must specify and 
supervise, he observed, with regard to the trades-
men involved, that 'if you direct them rightly, while 
theirs is the work, yours is all the glory." The role of 
architect was played down in order to magnify that of 
the Emperor. 
AD 540 
"The architects of the medieval period have often been 
mistaken for the patrons who commissioned great 
buildings and were recorded as the persons respon-
sible for them. The architects were celebrated mas-
ter masons who frequently traveled from one job to 
another." 
c. 1 1 0 0 - c . 1400 
"An architect is not a carpenter of joiner.. • the manual 
worker being no more than an instrument to the ar-
chitect. Him I call an architect who by sure and won-
derful skill and method is able, both with thought and 
invention, to devise and...to complete his work...To 
be able to do this, he must have a thorough insight 
into the noblest and most curious sciences. 
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Ch. 3 
An architect is a universal man, proficient in draw-
ing, surveying, geometry and arithmetic, as well as 
optics, literature, history, philosophy, medicine and 
astronomy." 
John Shute 
"The business of the architect is to make the designs 
and estimates, to direct the works and to measure 
and value the different parts; he is the intermediate 
agent between the employer, whose honour and in-
terest he is to study, and the mechanic, whose rights 
he is to defend. His situation implies great trust; he is 
responsible for the mistakes, negligence and igno-
rance of those he employs; and above all, he is to 
take care that the workmen's bills do not exceed his 
own estimates. If these are the duties of an Archi-
tect, with what propriety can his situation, and that of 
the builder or the contractor, be united?" 
John Soane 
Plans, Elevations and 
Sections of Buildings 
* The above definitions are extracted from the 
Dictionary of Art. 
0 1 
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Profile of HKIA 
The client of the thesis would be Hong Kong 
Inst i tu te of A rch i tec t s and Young Arch i tec ts 
League. The two are the central organizations of ar-
chitects in Hong Kong. The funding of the project 
would be funding by the Jockey Club. 
Mission 
“ for the general advancement of civil archi-
tecture and for promoting and facilitating the acquire-
ment of the knowledge of the various arts and sci-
ence con 门 6ct6d.’’ 
Formation 
On 3rd September, 1956, 27 architects gath-
ered and formed a Society "for the general Advance-
ment of Civil Architecture and for promoting and fa-
cilitating the acquirement of the Knowledge of the 
various Arts and Sciences. "Thus The Hong Kong 
Society of Architects was formed. On May 1957, 
the first amendments were made, to stand for over 
two and a half years. During this period the member-
ship of the Society increased by 50% and recogni-
tion as an Allied Society was given by Royal Institute 
of British Architects. In record with this growth further 
amendments were made to come into effect on 
November 1956. By the end of 1962, the Society ex-
panded to a membership seven times as large as 
that first body of foundation members. 
The changes of name from Society to Insti-
tute was effected in 1972 after a great deal of prepa-
ratory work, and has initiated a new phase of activity 
in the Institute's affairs. Members will describe them-
selves as Associate of The Hong Kong Institute of 
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* Extract from the Annual Re-
port 1996 of HKIA and the 
Code of Professional Conduct 
Purpose 
The two main purposes of the Institute are 
to continue to raise both the standard of architecture 
in Hong Kong and the Standard of professional ser-
vices offered by its members. 
Organization 
Today, The HKIA has more than 1400 full 
members and over 200 associate members and 
graduate members. The Institute is governed by a 
Council formed by a President, two Vice-Presidents, 
an Honorary Secretary, an Honorary Treasurer and 
12 Council members. The Council Appoints 4 Boards, 
each charged by a member of the Council, to deal 
with specific areas in the objectives of the Institute. 
They are the Board of Internal Affairs, the Board of 
Overseas Affairs, the Board of Educational Affairs, 
and the Board of Local Affairs. These Boards in turn 
appoint committees to deal with matters within the 
area of responsibility of the Boards. * 
The Role of HKIA 
In order to achieve the mission of the orga-
nization, the role of HKIA is summing up as follows: 
- a s a regulator of profession ethics 
- a s a professional qualification examiner 
- a s an advisory body to the Government and the 
construction industry 
- a s a concern group in archtiectural issues 
- a s an organizer for professional development 
programmes 
- a s a representative of HongKong architects 
-as a member of international architectural associa-
tio 门 s 
- a s a jury on the standard of Hong Kong architecture 
- a s an association between architectural students 
and the practice 
- a s a society for the welfare of architects 
2 1 c o u 
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Appra isa l There are certain aspects on HKIA that it has not 
performed well. 
Information Resource centre 
HKIA is not providing information backup to its 
members, especially on technologies and materials. It 
would be beneficial to its members to have an information 
resource to further their professional knowledge. 
Docume 门 tsry 门 tr6 
Since then, the documentation of Hong Kong ar-
chitecture is not well handled; it has been responsibility of 
the AM〇 and ASD. The documentation is only limited to 
those antiquities. However, since the development of Hong 
Kong is so fast that many memorable buildings have been 
demolished with much recorded. Therefore, there is ur-
gent need to set up an archive to document the heritage 
of Hong Kong architecture and its latest development. 
Point of access to architecture for the public 
As the professional body of architect in Hong 
Kong, HKIA should take the responsibility to promote ar-
chitecture to the public. Even now, if people who want to 
know more architecture have not source to approach. 
Therefore, HKIA should provide more facilities for the pub-
licity of architecture, and there is a need of an architec-
tural exhibition. 
Facilities 
Due to limited budget, HKIA is unable to provide 
decent facilities for its own uses. For the larger scale con-
ference and meeting, it needs to hire other places, such 
as Hong Kong Convention Centre, the University of Hong 
Kong and the Cultural Centre. It would be desirable if it 
has its own facilities that would give better identity and 
clear image to the public. 
Cohesiveness of the members 
The activities organized were limited to certain 
active members; others are quite indifferent to those ac-
tivities. The major communication linkage would be monthly 
newsletter that would not be enough to encourage those 
passive members. The lack of sense of belonging would 
be improved by providing more communal space for the 
members to gather. 
3 1 J ; 
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Profile of Young Archi tects League 
Future Expectation 
Most of the members ofthe Young Architects 
League are also the members of HKIA, so that the 
membership of two organizations are overlapping. 
The reason to have another organization is to put 
more emphasis on the public affairs, that is to en-
hance the relationship between local architects and 
the public. 
Their past works included arranging survey, 
workshop, symposium together with local academic 
institutes, such CUHK and HKU. 
As a professional body of architect in Hong 
Kong, HKIA has not done much on the promotion of 
architecture to the public. One reason may be the 
inactiveness and professional attitude of the mem-
bers limit the work on the publicity of architecture. 
Those practicing architects do not intend to organize 
and join the activities to promote architecture. 
HKIA needs to do more on the publicity of 
architecture, in order to let more people to aware and 
understand it, not to protest it as a professional. More-
over, it should act as an initiator of the discussion of 
the issues and project some concrete and future vi-
sion to the society. Archtiects should not just work on 
construction a building with certain G.F.A., but should 
project his insight and comment to serve the society. 
Client Brief 
HKIA and Young Architects League, together 
with the Provisional Urban Council, emphasized on 
the distribution of knowledge on architecture, urban-
ism and planning among the public. Then, the project 
should be easily accessible and enjoyable to the pub-
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Users Prof i le 
Theoretically, all people in Hong Kong would 
be the user; they are the end-users of all buildings. 
Due to the subject and the heterogeneous nature of 
the participant in educational level, in interest, in so-
cial and national background, the project would em-
phasize on the experience and the mood created, to 
encourage people to participate, think and talk. 
Framework of participation 
unconsciousness 
2 
architecture as shelter, life neccessity 









concern on the surfacing of space-defining 
elements 
difference between building and architecture 
city planning, urbanism, streetscape, 
cityscape and landscape 
space - existence as void 
sense of space, place; concept of architec-
ture happening between outside and inside 
history of architecture and various of archi-
tectural theories 
design and critics 
theorizing architecture 
oll iojd
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Accessible to vehicles 
Accessible to public 
2. As the project is divided into two portions, one is 
the center and the other is the portable structue. The 
portable could be boats or container truck, so the site 
should accommplish clear accessibility. 
3. The project emphasizes on the communication of 
people，therefore, man is a very important factor, the 
site should be easily accessible to the public and close 
to public transportation. Moreover, the additional at-
traction points near the site would be preferable. 
Select ion of s i te 
Centre 
Visual linkage 
There are three criticria of choosing the site: 
1. as man is most ly dependen t on the v isual 
sense,when preceiving a space, therefore, the visual 
relationship of site and its objects is emphasized. 
Moreover, the centre as a platfrom to witness the 
change in the cityscape of the city, so the visual link-
age of the site and the inner city is highly appreci-
ated. The project itselt being about architecture, 
so there is a relationship of 
viewing and being viewed. 
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Site Opt ions 
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North Point - USD Depot and shipyard 
c - It would have panoramic view towards Kowloon 
’ Tsimshatsui, as there would be drastic change 
after the Kai Tak Airport removal, as the release 
of height of restriction. 
• The site is near to the Island Eastern Corridor, 
and along the waterfront, that would be choices 
of moveable structures. 
• It is near to the Victoria Park, it could be part of 
extension of the park and attract visitors to 
come. 
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Sheung Wan - proposed HKIA headquar-
“ T h e site is in the urban area where 
has rich context and intimated fab-
ric. 
It is easily accessible and by public, 
but does not have additional attrac-
tive factor next to it. 
As it is situated on a hilly site, there 
would be difficult for any truck to ac-
董― t [ ；_ ‘ 、 办 ^ 
As the site area is limited, the program 漏9 目§ S ^ i ^ f ^ f ^ l f e 琳 夢 r i s e 
vertical organization. 
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3. Kwun Tong - facing Kai Tak Airport 
runnway Kai Tak Airport is one of the features 
of Hong Kong; it would develop into 
another tourist's attraction point, so 
the site has additional pulling factor 
to visitor. 
Considering the existing road struc-
ture, the site should accomplish 
the access of truck. Also, it sits along the waterfront, the access by boat is 
also feasible. 
The site is too far away to be a viewing point of the prominent view of the 
Victoria Harbour. 
Also, the site is just facing towards North Point, which is not so significant as 
the view. 
Tsing Yi -shipyards - Shipping and its construction is one 
of the oldest industries in Hong Kong, 
after half century, the industry de-
clines and the site is under-devel-
oped that the land would be reason-
able valued and appropriate to con-
vert into public cultural use. 
Tsing Yi is developing into a transportation interchanging centre, as the de-
velopment of the new airport that adds the accessibility to the site. Also, the 
site can also visible from the highways to northern west part of New Territo-
ries. 
There are some open space, which can allow future extension and open 
exhibition. 
5. Kennedy Town - abaitor, incinerator and wholesale vegetable market 
The site is underdeveloped, and 
it is not so easily accessible by 
the public. 
It could view the drastic change 
of South and West Kowloon in 
a rather small angle. 
The site is along the waterfront which would allow the boat to launch, and 
the existing road system could allow the truck to access the site. 
8 1 
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Physica l Cond i t i ons 
The proposed site would be the area along 
the waterfront of the Causeway bay Typhoon Shel-
ter, the shipyard and to the depot of USD. 
Geography of the district - North Point 
North Point covers 277 ha of land in the north-
ern part of Hong Kong Island. It includes the existing 
built-up area on the northern shore and the well-
wooded slopes rise to the Sir Cecil's Ride in the south. 
To the west, the area is bounded by Gloucester Road/ 
Wu Sha Street and, to the east, by Mansion Street / 
Java Road / Hoi Yu Street. 
Landuse 
A mixture of commercial and residential uses 
exists in this area. Most of commercial / residential 
buildings and public housing estates are found on 
both sides King's Road and Java Road. Towards the 
mid-levels to the south of Tin Hau Temple Road, there 
is a blend of High-rise residential and educational 
developments. Along the waterfront from Watson 
Road in the west to Oil Street in the east is a loading 
and unloading area. Government, institution and com-
munity facilities are situated in different locations to 
meet local and district needs. 
Population 
According to the 1971，1981 and 1991 Cen-
suses’ the population of the planning area were 
148,000，184,000 and 188,900 persons respectively. 
With the current trends towards a reduction in the 
average household size, the future population of the 
area is expected to fall to around the region to 182,000 
persons upon full development. 
9 
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Site Constraints 
Outline zoning plan 
There are many constraints of the site, in-
cluding the severe noise impact and the adverse air 
quality from the adjacent Island eastern Corridor, the 
capacities of the existing infrastructure provisions, 
such as the local road network and also the drainage 
and sewage. 
Plot ratio is 1 to 6. 
Site area is about 5500 sm. 
s i u j e j ^ u o o
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Outline Zoning Plan 
GOVERNMEl^ nr/INmTUTlON/COMMUNrrV 
Column 1 
Uses always permitted 
Column 2 
Uses that may be permitted with or 
without conditions on application 
to Town Planning Board 
AmbuIaiK^ Depot 
Aacillaiy Car/Lony Park 
Broadcasting, Television and/or FiJin Studio 
Cable Car Route and Terminal Building 
Canteen 
Clinic/Polyclinic 
Cooked Food Centre 
Driving Test Centre 
Educational Institution 
Exhibition or Convention Hall 
Fire Station 
Government Refuse CoIIcctioa Point 
Government Staff Quarters 






I riace 01 Reci^adon, 5ports or Culture 
Plant Nursery 
Policc Reporting Centre 
Police Station 
Post Office 
J*rivate Swimming Pool 
Pub'licjBathhouse 
Publh; Car/Lony Park 
Public Convenience 
Public Library 
Public Swimming Pool 
Public Transport Terminus or Station 





Social Welfare Facility 
Vehicle Pound 








Dangerous Goods Godown 




Funeral Service Centre 




Marine Fuelling Station 
Mass Transit Vent Shaft or Other Stnicture above 
ground level other than entrance 
OfiT-course Betting Centre 
Office (other than Government Officc) 
PctroJ Filling Station 
Photographic Studio 
Place of Public Entertainment 
Private Club 
Quarantine Station and Quarantine Lairage for 
Animals 
Radar, Telecoaimimication Electmmc Microwave 
Repeater, Television and/or Radio Transmitter 
InstaUation 




School (other than in free standing^ purpose-
designed school building) 
Service Apartment 
Service Trades 
Sewage Treatmcnt/Screeaing Plant 
Showroom excluding Motor-vehicle Showroom 
Staff Quarters 
Utility Installation for Private Project 
Warehouse/Godown 
Zoo 
The proposed pro ject wou ld fal l in the 
catagory of Government / Institution / Community, 
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in one glance 
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View out from the inner water surface 


















ithin the district, there are different heights, different ages 
buildings m
ixed together. They are just juxtaposition of each 
other, such as views along G
ordon Road, W
ing Hing Street 
and Lan Li Street. 
Size 
The size of the developm
ent becom
es larger in the reclaim
ed 
area, starting from
 Electric Road and W
hitfieldR
oad. This is 
because the G
overnm
ent intended to have com
prehesive 
developm
ent along the Island Eastern Corridor, so as to have 
better planning to fight againgst the severe conditions along 








































Hing Fat Street is the busiest Street for 
the vehicle, as it connects w
ith the Island Eastern 
Corridor, King's Road and Causeway Road. It 




ay Bay. Besides, it is also 
collector of the traffic tow
ards the w
estern part 








ost of the pedestrian get out from
 the Tin 
Hau M
TR
 station and walk along the Electric Road, 
that road is full of activities and keeps the hum
ane 
scale with transitional shopfront. However, along 
the Hing Fat Street, all the buildings with the sharp 
edges, w
ithout m
uch transitional space, therefore, 
people do not w
ant to pass through it. Also, the 
level of pedestrian flow
 is very low
 along the Victoria 
Road, since it is along the Eastern Corridor and 
ended to now










This type of building are m











ixture of shops, 
restaurant, banks, offices and residential, built up 
along King's Road and southern part of Electric 
Road. They are purposed to reflect the local 






three floors ar 
as retail shop. 
is along Electric R
oad. The lower 
perm








They are sites along the Island Eastern Corridor. 
Due to severe developm
ent constraints, created 
by the Island Eastern C
orridor, those site are 
proposed to be a m
ix of office, hotel, retail, 





Victoria Park is the Largest open space in the 
area. It provides a w
ide range of active and 
passive recreational facilities for residents w
ithin 




































ain purpose of the green belt zone is to 




ent by urban-type 
developm
ent and to provide additional outlets 
for passive recreational uses. 
There are two m
ain green belts in the district: 
one is along the backdrop of North Point, the 
other is the edge of Victoria Park tow
ards the 
Victoria Park Road. 
Right outside the proposed site, there is a 
series of green trees, form
ing a natural 
arcade, w
hich provides shades and scenery 
for pedestrian, that w





enerally speaking, the site is gentle w
ithout 
m







Problems and Opportuni t ies 
Architecture 
Site 
Considered architecture as a system of 
knowledge, it is rather difficult to communicate. We 
can talk about the style, form function, details and 
etc, but what is the essence of architecture? Space 
is the key word in architecture but it is a concept and 
is "invisible" to layman. Therefore, it is quite difficult 
to communicate in terms of space. The next problem 
would be how to communicate in terms of architec-
ture successfully. An architectural museum is not a 
proper solution, as it can teach people about, style. •. ’ 
but not space, not even the museum space. That is 
the core challenge of the thesis. 
As this is a thesis of architecture, it is archi-
tecture itself and where "what is architecture?" and 
How to communicate in terms of architecture" meets, 
it would be the destination of the thesis. 
The proposed site is situated along the wa-
terfront of Victoria Harbor and the Island Eastern 
Corridor is just across the site. This typical situation 
in Hong Kong accelerates the alienation of the beau-
tiful waterfront and people. The project tries to intro-
duce more human activities to the existing waterfront. 
Attractiveness The attractiveness of the project would be a 
big challenge how to attract people, as they are the 
target users. Stepping into 21st Century, the form of 
communication should be renewed and upgraded to 
suit the expectation and need of people, like the trend 
of using computer and internet. 
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Hypothes is - re-educate the architect ； educate the public 
Re-educate the architect 
As there are two ends of the communication 
gap; one is the architect, the other is the public. Here, 
I made an assumption that architect has the basic 
knowledge of architecture, then, the level o participa-
tion is higher, the limitation would be the willingness 
to communicate with other people. In the real situa-
tion, architect mainly talks with architect in terms of 
architecture, and discusses technical issues with 
those consultants in the construction industry. How-
ever, as the role of architect in Hong Kong is a coor-
dinator, but the knowledge of the architect is not com-
prehensive. Therefore, the re-education of an archi-
tect is needed,through discussion with different sec-
tors of ths society. This is not only beneficial to them 
(or us), but also increases the visibility of the archi-
tecture professional, then, to enhance the interest of 
the public to understand architecture. In a long-term 
goal, architecture becomes part of the concern of the 
policy makers and the whole society, aesthetically not 








X architect X 
X 
public 
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architect 
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Educate the public 
For the public, as they are not trained to look 
at space, therefore, the surrounding environment is 
outside their awareness. People may be oblivious of 
the nature of space, but still be aware, at some level 
of consciousness, of the involvement in space and 
time. 
Since the perception of space depends on a 
successive sampling of ambient, proximate stimuli, 
obtained at successive locations in the course of lo-
comotion through the space, overtime, along a route. 
Thus the primary knowledge of the environment, in-
cluding the orientation, meaning are developed from 
the sensory data, that being available to people from 
time to time, place to place, as the people moving in 
specific path. 
"Differentially deploying our senses, we indi-
vidually integrated the sequentially encountered sig-
nals as perceived through the filters of our past ex-
periences, present circumstances and future expec-
tations. “ 
Therefore, the education of the public is in 
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M i s s i o n 
As there is the disjoint of the idea of architect 
and the perception of viewers, the project so as to dis-
solve the communication gap between them, through 
re-educating architect and educating the public. 
I ssues 
The main concern of the project is about com-
munication between people, and how the interaction is. 
The communication between people and information, the 
interaction between architects, interaction between archi-
tect and common people, are the base of the issue. 
As the centre itself is the gesture of Hong Kong 
architecture, it needs to demonstrate the characteristics 
of it. 
As the project is talking about communication, 
that means to be crossing the border of two identities, 
and bridge them. The site is carefully chosen, to be at 
the edge of land, sea and sky. 
Goals 
The project may not be a prominent one, but 
should be a genius loci for people who want to under-
stand architecture to head for. It must encourage the par-
ticipation of both architect and the public, to join in the 
interaction and world of architecture. It should be welcom-
ing and have a successful entrance for people to have a 
sense of arrival. The interior of the centre could be com-
fortable for people sit down and think, or talk and listen to 
other people, for encouraging people to communication. 
The architectural forum is designed base on Hong Kong 
architecture, it should reveal the three characteristics of 
Hong Kong, non-style adoption, culture of disappearance 
and hyperdensity. 
The site should be fully utilized that the unique view to-
wards our famous Victoria Harbor should be extensively 
greeted. 
S I r o o o
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Design Programme 
The architectural Forum is: 
TR 
a bridge, where is the meeting point of architect and the public, for 
interaction and communication 
a place where public could experience architecture with their senses, 
also history and concepts of architecture could be received 
a place for public to comment and discuss on hot architectural so-
cial issues with professionals 
ft a place where people could design with the help of interactive facili-
ties, architects and architectural students 
a resource centre where architect could get information to upgrade 
their professional knowledge 
a centre where architect could listen to other professionals, so as to 
expand their scope of view 








an interactive sensory exhibition museum and gallery are provided 
for the people to experience architecture, as the channel of infor-
mation delivery. The gallery is devoted for some temporary installa-
tion on hot issues and travel exhibition. 
Lecture theatre is provided to accommodate international confer-
ence and cross-field professional meetings. 
Small functional rooms are introduced, since there would be more 
effective communication and discussion in more intimate space. 
School atelier, symposia, study tours could be arranged in these 
small functional rooms. 
a multi-media library is as an information resource for architect to 
get backup information; and the public to get access to architecture. 
In additional to ordinary books, audio and video, slides are included. 
Technology and materials centre is purposed to act as technology 
resources support centre for architects. 
Archive is important for the documentation of the history and devel-
opment of Hong Kong architecture. 
Office space is provided for HKIA. 
Open piazza and cafe are included for the purpose of encouraging 
interaction. 
32 
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Central Internal Courtyard 112 
Ground Floor Exhibition 346 
Galleries 170sm x 3 stories 510 
Workshops (Photo Lab,Printing Lab 188 
& Computer Lab) 
Storage 120 




Audio and video library -
Archive -
Technology and Material centre _ 
Computer area -
sub-total 411 
Pre-funcitonal area 45 
Lecture theatre 205 
Storage area 11 
Multi-function room 116 
sub-total 377 




















Cafe & Bookstore 
sub-total 
Services 









Grand total development area is 2924 sm. 
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Diagrams of Spatial relat ionship 












Functions of the Architectural Forum 
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Design Strategies 
Overall Planning Strategies 
There are people who come intentionally; the other 
are limited by their foot. 
I 
In order to accomplish two sets of people, the 
project is divided into 2 parts; one is static and 
being the reference point to the other part. 
K 
/ 
The second part is the dynamic part, which pen-
etrate into the city fabric, to approach people. 
The design is to create 
new surface for people to step on 
and to be the starting point of 
communication. It is woven be-
tween the first nature [ sky, earth, 
sea & human ]，and information. 
The new grounds and special 
weaving of different levels and 
directions are studied. They are 
slightly incl ined planes indicating 
the possibilities of multi-dimen-
sional interactions. 
Space is intended to be 
more sensual and erotic, provoking 
individual awareness and situ-
ational intensities. 
36 Ch. 12 
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Exh ib i t i on ( lower part) 
Tower (upper part) 
What is architecture? Can 'real architecture be 
exhibited? 
I'm not saying that all exhibitions are false, rather, 
we need to penetrate the spectacle of the made-up 
construction in order to reveal layers of synergy 
inside of the works. 
The spirit of the exhibition in this centre is exhibiting 
communication, making like a floating form of 
interaction. 
Space is designed to be f lu id and amb iguous . 
It is an adapt ive, f lex ib le architecture that 
not only provides the components to take in a new 
form or new function [exhibition, workshop, forum, 
atelier...] 
The tower, as a defining element to be 
viewed and viewed from outside. 
Basically, it is a signboard of the forum. 
Portable s t ruc tu re 
It enables infinite possibilities for change 
and transformation, and reference to the site-
specific centre. 
① 】 E J l g
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The wall is becoming cei l ing; the 
ceil ing is becoming the wall, and 
the wall is becoming the floor. 
Conceptual Spatial Arrangment 
The sunken piazza as the we lcoming 
open space 
All 4 principle funct ional spaces are or-
ganized around the open slit, symbol iz-
ing the space of interaction. 
Urban Landscape 
Int roduct ion of roof ter-
race, wi th poeple move-
ment on it. 
Simple form to fit into the 
urbanscape 
Two options of prelimary massing 
models 
During this stage, I was just exploring the idea and testing de-
sign on the site, and trying to fit into this difficult site, because of the 
multiple axis imposing on it and the irregular water coastline. Last but 
not least, the busy Island Eastern Corridor and its curvy geometry made 
the design even more difficult. 
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Rethinking about interflow 
Principle cross section derived 
from the first concept model and 
drove the design on plans and 
sections. 
It was because the lack of texture of the former design, I began to rethink 
about the design method. Then, I adopted the design methodology learnt in March 1, 
cutting sections about the conceptual models, that to demonstrate the form of interflow. 
After that, each section was assigned to different spaces and plans were then devel-
oped. 
Modi f ica t ion 
ml I • 疆 觀 
It was a modification of the former design, the in-
义 tention was to make the space fluid, and the most 
, 1 significant design piece was that water was intro-‘ ,‘ 
^ ^ ^ duced into the building, but comment on the dirty 
and smell water and the outlet of waste water near 
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First Floor Plan Entrance Floor Plan 
V 
Ix 
Conceptual Montage Ground Floor Plan 
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Longitudinal Section 
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Mod i f i ca t ion o f the fo rmer des ign 
Massing study 
First Floor Plan 
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During this stage, the plans had already settled and the relationship of differ-
ent functional spaces were also resolved. Difficulty fell into how to express the design 
concepts to other people effectively, and the entrance needed to be better resolved, to 
have better sense of arrival. The site was dog-legged, and for visitors, it had very low 
visibility, so the next step was how to attract people to come. 
4 
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Birth of Tower 
The concept of 
tower was introduced to be 
the defining element of the 
project, with the integration of 
crane, as the metaphor of de-
struction and construction. 
The location and the form of 
it had been studied. 
Modification on Tower 
As the rising up the 
tower, the elevations were 
continually developed. 
The antiquity was 
trated as a "promoting" piece 
in the project, like a jewel, 
which to be viewed from far 
away. 
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At this stage, 
the plans were refined 
and the study of eleva-
tion & further modifica-
tion of space were un-
dergoing. 
D i f f e r e n t 
pieces were added onto 
the tower, for different 
funcations. 
Circulation 
As there were 
three different levels 
which should be con-
nected to demonstrate 
the feasibility of the in-
teraction of the multi-
levels, in order to sim-
plify the circulation sys-
tem, a central internal 
courtyard was de-
signed, where the circu-
lation goes 3round it 
and people can view 
into other levels. 
SSSOOJd
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Overall v iew of Tower and Podium 
Plan at level 30.50 
f丄 
Plan at level 26.50 
} Tf— 
Plan at level 22.50 
Plan at level 18.50 
I 
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Entrance Floor Plan 
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First Floor Plan 
Hierarchy of View 
As there are three levels of water 
surfaces, first is the internal within 
the site, the second is the Cause-
way Bay Typhoon shelter, and the 
third one is the Victoria Harbor. 
Then, there are three levels of view 
platform for people to appreciate the 
views. The lower one is the restora-
tion of the slipway of the old ship-
yard, at level 4.00 P.D., within the 
main exhibition podium, which is for 
people to view out within the static 
frame of the Island Corridor, experi-
encing the change of the 
Kowloon peninsular. The middle one is the one outside the multi-functional 
room, that is the roof terrace, at level 14.20 P.D., which enables people to 
have a wider view around the typhoon shelter. The final one is up above all at 
the top of the tower, for the sake of the gorgeous panoramic Victoria Harbor 
view. 
46 
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The Resolut ion of Mechanical 
Systems 
The main mechanical 
area located at the south side of 
the site, underneath the rise-up 
piazza, and for the tower, 
mechanical space would be at 
the back of the tower, that is 
east side. They are connected at 
the below grade level at the east 
side of the podium, and forming 
a L-shape system at large. 
The Structure 
Furthermore, the cooling system is 
using the sea water cool system, to 
lower the running cost of the 
building. 
“ ：、 1 
As the tower is designed to be 
adaptable for future transformation The 
structure has been studied that the rigid 
frame was adopted. A steel rigid frame is 
offset 1.4m from the structural core of the 
tower to have two layers of structures. 
that to resist wind load and to provide 
transfer loading planes in order not t ^ ^ ® 
have structure carrying down from t f ^ 
to below, that provides flexibility of the 
facade of the tower. 
i l l 
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I would like to stop 
here and open the questions 
of "what is architecture?" and 
how to communicate on it to 




After one whole year of research on this 
issue, still, I was not so sure that I understand 
architecture. Actually, in sometimes, I was frus-
trated, and wondered what is architecture, is it only 
buildable, or including paper one at large, or is it 
only everything? Then, I stopped asking this type of 
questions, but tried to figure out what I can do in an 
architectural forum. What people can get from it? 
What things do people want? What are the limita-
tions? This led to the evolution of the final design. 
After all these, I began to feel architecture is a 
process, no beginning and no end. It would be 
passing on from generation to generation. 
This design is just one episode within the 
big whole. I do not intend to propose any rigid, solid 
solution that cannot be altered. This one should be 
regarded as adaptable to the unstable future and 
let the future to shape it again and again. 
8 4 
S I D J O M
 leujj




Programme for the Architectural Forum ( centre) 
M i s s i o n 
As there is the disjoint of the idea of 
architect and the perception of viewers, the 
project so as to dissolve the communica-
tion gap between them, through re-educat-
ing architect and educating the pub-
lic. 
49 
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The visitor should be provided with informa-
tion but also be brought into a certain mood, a cer-
tain receptiveness associate, transform and thinking. 
P.R.1: The display should work with simulation and 
transformation and metaphor. 
Concept 1: The "space" concept could be described 
in terms of 3 dimensional materials and in the written 
text ’ together with the simple diagrams and model 
settings. 
Concept 2: The building should be part of the exhibi-
tion to demotrate the concept of space, that the 
boundary existing between outside and inside. 
P.R.2: The exhibition should enhance the visual power 
of the visitor. 
Concept 1: The actual building, streetscape, cityscape 
could be the exhibits of the show. 
Concept 2: The virtual reality of computer science 
could be applied in the exhibition. 
The posture should be welcoming and en-
couraging communication between people on the is-
sue of architecture. 
P.R.1: The form of the building should be related to 
the local Hong Kong characteristics. 
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Concept 1: As the natural feature of Hong Kong is 
the precious Victoria Harbor, the shipping industry 
developed since then, however，it has been shrunk 
to few monopoly shipping construction companies. 
Therefore, the building could utilize the existing 
shipyard and take the metaphor of the construction / 
destruction of ship. The building should demonstrate 
the transformation of itself, to response to the culture 
of drastic changing of Hong Kong. 
Concept 2: As the program of the building is about 
bridging the communication gap between architect 
and the public, so the site could an union of two 
adjacent sites with physical boundary between them. 
Then, the building itself becomes a bridge connecting 
two pieces of land. 
P.R.2: The building should reveal the history and 
change of Hong Kong. 
Concept 1: The centre should be a reference point 
to the architectural history of Hong Kong. Some parts 
of the building should resist change and keep static 
and some should show the changing characteristics 
of Hong Kong and renew with itself. 
Concept 2: Part of building could be a restoration of 
an antiquity, which would be demolished soon. The 
old building would be dismantled and pieces would 
be marked with numbers and resembled in the 
proposed site. 
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Fusion 
The structural system should be assemble, 
as the portable parts of the projects should integrate 
into an unique structure, and the strcutureof the per-
manent building should permit such requirement. 
P.R.1: Space exists or does not exist. 
Concept 1: There is a huge structure to house the 
portable structure, such as the hanger structure. 
Concept 2: When the portable moves out, the struc-
ture of that part of the building collapses, the interior 
space becomes exterior space. 
P.R.2: The relationship between the portable struc-
ture and the building should be inter-related. 
Concept 1: reality; the structure of the building could 




Concept 2: illusion; the building itself takes the form 
of the ship or the form of container truck. 
2 5 
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Exhibi t ion space 
』 
To provide a lively, inspiring and comfortable envi-
ronment for the visitors 
P.R.1 : The circulation pattern should be carefully 
planned in order to keep visitors and stay comfort-
ably. 
睡.. 
—•、、〔』/ Concept 1: Paths and Goals - to lay out targets and 
interesting focusing exhibits naturally and take them 
as goals. Then connect the goals one after one to 
form the paths. 
Concept 2: Path shape - the path forms an enclo-
sure which is a place to stay, not just a place to pass 
through. 
Concept 3: The flow through the exhibition pockets -
the movement should be considered to be social in-
teraction space, as the interiors of the rooms. 
Concept 4: The passages should be short and with 
sitting area provided. 
* Concept 5: If the exhibition space is divided into two 
levels, the connecting stairs should be considered to 
be part of the exhibition and social interaction space. 
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P R.2: The exhibition space should be flexible to hold 
different exhibitions with different sizes of exhibits. 
Concept 1: There could be a huge exhibition space 
with high ceiling, if necessary, the space can be sub-
divided into pockets with moveable partitions. 
Concept 2: The exhibition spaces are formulated by 
numbers of different sized rooms and connected with 

















Concept 3: The exhibition space can be combined 
with the portable structure and make a extension of 
space. 
< 
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Communication Space 
To enhance the chance of interaction between people, 
like architects and architects, architects and the pub-
lic. 
P.R.1: The treatment of space should be considered, 
to keep a humane environment for people to inter-
act. 
Concept 1: Small meeting room should be adopted, 
as the engagement of people inside a smaller space 
is much higher than a large lecture hall. Therefore, 
the interaction can be enhanced. 
fa 
t r o 
D 
Concept 2: There is a need for large meeting place 
for conference and meeting. The figure of this audi-
torium should have a higher ceiling to signify itself 
from the other smaller meeting places. 
Concept 3: The small, semi-open space should be 
introduced between different circulation paths, at the 
edges, which would contain activities and invite people 
5 5 
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Communication Space 
P. R.2: Variety forms of communication spaces should 
be considered. 
Concept 1: Roof garden is introduced to utilize part 
of roof, as there is better view and considered to be a 
good place to stay for visitors. Besides, there should 
be some functional room on the roof and let the people 
to go outside just by a step, no need to go upstairs 
just to visit the roof garden. 
WT I 
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Concept 2: Stairs seats — edges should be provided, 
that is stairs seats along some open space. The seats 
can be social interaction place. 
{ i S L ^ 
Concept 3: Cafe is introduced, not only as relaxinv 
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Foyer and Recept ion 
The foyer and reception should be a warm and welcoming place, 
inviting people to visit and stay to join in discussion. 
mmi Concept 1: Arcades - The edge of the building should not be considered as a 
vertical wall, like a physical boundary. 
There should be an inviting transit ion 
space that forms a friendly environment. 
"Perhaps they will watch, step inside, and 
ask a question." 
n 
a 
Concept 2: At the foyer, the vertical circu-
lation staircase should be considered as 
a stage, which is visible from many direc-
tions in the foyer. 
J 
Concept 3: The foyer should provide 
choices of accesses to different functional 
areas. 
lo-Concept 4: The reception should be 
cated at an angle to the entrance, so that 
the receptionist is able to see the visitor 
but not directly facing the entrance. 
Concept 5: The foyer should provide sit-
ting space for waiting and refreshing. 
5 
S1U9E①lids
 x ! p s d d v 
Ch 
Office 
To provide flexible office spaces but still maintain the 
individual privacy. 
Concept 1: The office should be an open office with 
efficient grid that can facilitate different efficient of-
fice layouts. 
Concept 2: Small working group should be introduced 
that the communication would be enhanced and effi-
cient on the working process, within each small group. 
Concept 3: Half-private office, together with a open 
communal area that can increase the communica-
tion between small working groups, but also provide 
privacy to each group. 
8 5 
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Portable St ruc ture 
Scenario one 
Scenario two 
As the wave from memories flows in, the city 
soaks it up like a sponge and expands. A description of 
the city as it is today should contain all its past. The city 
however, does not tell its past, but contains it like the lines 
of a hand, written in the corners of the streets, the gratings 
of the windows, the banisters of the steps, the antennae 
of the lightning rods, the poles of the flags, every segment 
marked in turn with scratches, indentations, scrolls. 
Millions of eyes look up at window, bridges, ca-
pers, and they might be scanning a blank page, Many are 
the cities, which elude the gaze of all, except the man who 
catches them by surprise. 
Mission 
A man-made space is introduced to a man-
made world to stimuli people. 
When people are limited by their foot to ap-
proach the static centre, the portable structure is to 
penetrate into the fabric to reach people. 
Performance Requirements 
RR.1: The real cityscape should be the exhibits, which 
contains all the past of the city. 
Concept 1: Locate some checkpoint in the urban fab-
ric, to arrange a study tour or an urban trail. 
Concept 2: Utilize the blank wall of some site to ex-
hibit photos, sketches, and video of the surrounding 
environment. 
Concept 3: Construct a frame to frame a view for 
people to point out a specific issue 
59 
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P R.2: Memory of the city exists when people talk, 
the portable structure so as to encourage them to 
speak up and get the record of the past and increase 
the sense of belonging. 
Concept 1: Use the container truck and the boat to 
provide additional activity pocket to the existing envi-
ronment, for people to gather and talk. 
Concept 2: Set up a camera point at some interest-
ing interaction point, and display the record inside 
the portable structure. 
P R.3: Detail is also architecture, which should re-
mind people their surrounding and awareness of the 
environment. 
Concept 1: Taking the metaphor of the layers of poster 
on the hoarding, the layers of architecture should be 
revealed by the local people, in media of drawings, 
sketches, photos. 
Concept 2: A structure with some small elements, 
like photos, words sketches, to be taken by people 
back home, and the resultant piece would be regarded 
as the modification of the environment. 
RR.4: The structure should be temporary, but not 
permanent and prominent, everyone should know that 
it would exist there that long. 
Concept 1: The structure could be like a circus, which 
is temporary and can be dismantled and transported 
to other places. 
Concept 2: The portable part would adopt the use of 
vehicles, such as boat and container truck to get the 
convienenct of the easy setup. 
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Site Selection 
The site should represent the heritage of Hong Kong 
architecture. The proposed sites are in the chronological 
sequence that each area represent each period of time 
and the characteristics of local architecture. 
1 • Traditional Chinese architecture 
wailed village and the Ping Shan Heritage Trail 
2. Colonial style 
Central and Admiralty 
-Legislative Council Building, St. John's Cathedral, 
Museum of Teaware, Statue Square and the Court 
of Final Appeal. 
3. Pre-war period 
Mongkok, Shanghai Street 
4. Post-war period 
Wanchai, Cross street 
Comtemporary 
Central and Admiralty 
-Hong Kong Bank, Bank of China, 
New Towns 
-Junk Bay, Tsuen Wan, Shatin 
Another proposed sites could be accessible by the boat 
Wanchai Conventional Centre 
Tai〇 
Abardeen 
Tai Po, Tuen Mun 
Kai Tak Airport 
Tsimshatsui - waterfront permanda 
New Airport, Tung Chung 
Star Ferry Pier, Queen's Pier 
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Restoration of an antiquity 
Criteria for antiquity selection 
Available antiquity 
The antiquity should be current available and can be 
relocated. 
Representation of Hong Kong 
The style should be both colonial and Chinese, as 
the Hong Kong culture is already a mixture. For ex-
ample, due to the adoption of the sub-tropical climate, 
the addition of veranda around the building, which 
also composed of western style column. 
Need to be transplanted I dismantled 
There may be redevelopment on that site, the his-
torical building needs to be transplanted or dis-
mantled. 
Not in a favorable context 
The particular building may be renovated but be left 
unattended. It contains no activity inside the building. 
Options of antiquity 
1. Resident on Conduit Road 
It is a Western style residential building on a pri-
vate development, which would commence soon, 
and the existing building would be demolished. 
The building was completed in 1919, and classi-
fied to be Grade 3 antiquity in Antiquity and Monu-
ments Office. Moreover, the size would be 
comprehesible. 
2. Murray Building 
The building has been dismantled into pieces, 
planned to be re-built. The building has the sig-
nificant in Hong Kong history, but it would be too 
large to be put into the proposed site to be an 
exhibit. 
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The record drawings and photographes 
of the resident at 55，Conduit Road, Cen-
tral 
The building was completed in 1919 and classified 
as Grade three antiquity. 
Site-plan scale 1:2000 
Front elevations 
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Sketches: 
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Hong K o n g - c i ty of v i s ion 
The exhitbition was a travel one, the sites were 
mainly the commerical centers in the urban area and 
new town centers. It contained display of models, panels 
of drawings and photographies. Also, during the show 
time, there were pamplets of the relevant materials to be 
distributed to the public. Moreover, there were some ani-
mation and video program as parts of the exhibits. 
The topics covered were restructuring of the 
metro area, habour reclamations in Hong Kong and etc. 
All the topics were high concern in the society and ur-
gently needed public opinion. 
The information was comprehesive but simple 
enough for the public to understand. 
The sites of this exhibition were close to the pub-
lic and the materials were topical and presented in a di-
rect and simple manner. Besides, the information was 
delivered in different media, that enhanced the interest 
of the viewers. 
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The pamplet of the exhibition showing the materials 
for the specific topic. 
jMdMBUftw g^ _uiii).iytijirj 
Wr'W '>! 'jftKiWvllHlllAjM-tJII 
68 
^
 A p m i S
 1U9|D93①Jd
 x ! F > u ① d d v 
Ch 
A 
•：^' - s V 
卜 义 ” 
L . ‘ > ； 
、 V t,"个丨••麵 
a L 
The World of Franklin and Jef ferson 
1975-1977 
by Charles and Ray Eames 
The exhibition was produced for the American 
Revolution Bicentennial Administration as part of the bi-
centennial celerations. The exhibition toured from Eu-
rope to the States; the venu cities were Paris, Warsaw, 
London, New York City, Chicago, Los Angelas and 
Mexico. 
The exhibition consisted of four sections: 
"Friends and Asquaintances" 
-background materials on the influences that shaped 
the thinking and actions of the two. 
"Contrast and Continuity" 
-presented biographies of Franklin and Jefferson, and 
comparing the two men and stressing thiir commitment 
to the independent movement. 
"Three documents" 
-The declaration of Independence, the Constitution, and 
the Bill of Rights, and also, the history leading towards 
these documents and the details about the drafting of 
each. There were full size color reproduction of the docu-
ments. 
"Jefferson and the West" 
-devoted to Jefferson's interest in Americas's westward 
6xp3nsio 门. 
The exhibition was also consisted of a timeline, 
that arranged the materials of the two men in a chrono-
logical sequence. 
There were 4 paneled souvenir timeline, 28 pag-
ers catalog and a poster given to the visitors, during the 
show. 
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The exhibition was specially adapted to each 
gallery space, a new study model was made for each 
exhibit area. All of the display elements were constructed 
to be knocked down for shipment, and the show was 
refurbished between each installation. In each space 
the floor were carpented, the walls painted white and a 
grid of overhead track lighting were installed. All the 
blocks of text copy, ceiling banners and captions were 
translated into the language of the host country. 
The most interesting feature of the show was 
the system of arrangement of the exhibition. There was 
a main theme but different museums' collection and dif-
ferent gallery space would be adapted into the mother 
body of the show. That helped to make each exhibtion 
to be unique, and would increase the belonging and in-
terest of the people of the host country. However, for 
each gallery space, the space had to be renovated to fit 
the exhibit, this would be considered to be quite inflex-
ible, in some sense. 
Besides, the material was presented not only in 
photographes, paintings and text, but also in different 
media, such as antiques and artifacts. Forexample, there 
was clothes of that period of time and the huge model of 
the Georgian-style doorway. That helped people to un-
derstand the issues, as as they were experiencing the 
reproduced atmosphere at that time. Moreover, together 
with rich graphics, the timeline was a special tool for 
people to understand the issues in chronological se-
quence and to make easy comparison. That made the 
exhibition not a didactic one. 
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Views of the Franklin and Jefferson exhibition in 
Warsaw. Top: "Three Documentts" area. Middle: 
Georgian-style doorway. Above:View of the 
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IBM Travell ing Exhibi t ion 
1982-1986 
by Renzo Piano 
The _ traveling pavilion was expressly de-
signed for an exhibition touching twenty European towns 
between 1982 and 1986. IBM Europe wanted a pavilion 
for the exhibition of computer technology that could be 
easily disassembled, readily trucked to a new site, and 
quickly「erected. 
The pavilion was formed by 4 modular elemetnts 
each of 3 pyramids, molded together and factory as-
sembled in pairs, ready to be mounted on-site. 
Juxtaposed 34 times, the arch-piece creates 
a covered transparent space, a tunnel with diamond-like 
bosses, 157 ft. wide and 23 ft. high. The service and the 
mechanical systems were installed between the raised 
floor of the tunnel and the ground. 
In this project the concept of nature was of ut-
most importance: the architect thought of a travelling 
exhibition on informatics as one to be easily set up ev-
erywhere in existing parks using as pavilion a translu-
cent strcutre that could readily be disassembled and 
transported like a circus from town to town. 
Such a see-through building would give visitors 
the feeling of being close to nature in spite of being sur-
rounded by all the latest computer equipment. The main 
point was that though this century began by using tech-
nologies often antagonostic toward nature, it 
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nevertheless seems to have concluded by discovering 
a new technology (informatics) that is essentially an ally 
of nature especially with regard to all that concerns en-
ergy and pollution. 
The travelling IBM pavilion is composed of ele-
ments that expoit the newest technologies not only 
technoically but estheticaly: polycarbonate is in fact the 
best performing plastic material at the moment, with its 
most conspicuous characteristic being its excellent trans-
parency, essential in this case for giving the feeling of 
contact with nature. 
The concept of nature is quite contrast to the 
information technology. If the notion of the design is to 
make the awareness of relation between nature and tech-
nology by contrasting, then the design may be consid-
ered to be a full success to me. Regarding to the scale 
of the building mass, the pavilion is not that fusing into 
the natural landscape. Extension of the interior (777a/7-
made) space into the exterior (门dturdi) space is not a 
manifest, as two spaces are separated by a distinct and 
obvious boundary, though it was made of transparent 
glass. Also, the purity of the form is so artificial, that can-
not let people get close to natural but express a limit of 
the interior space and a boundary between them. 
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The detail of the elevation 
Exterior view of the pavilion 
in one of the site 
The cross section of the pawalion 
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Bristol Archi tecture Centre 
Bristol, Wessex 
Sept., 1996 
by Niall Phil l ips Archi tects 
The project's mission is “ if people, as a society, 
can be persuaded to demand higher standards of the 
built environment, our lives will be the richer for it. “ The 
centre has to make contribution, to professional and to 
the public, by promoting a wider understanding and ap-
preciation of architecture. 
The project situated next to the Arnolfini Gallery 
on Narrow Quay, one of Bristol's liveliest public spaces, 
the centre is placed to attract tourists. With the site on 
the opposite side of the quay earmarked for Bristol 200 
Millennium projects, there could be vantage point from 
which to promote debate about the shape of Bristol's 
future. 
The centre preserves the old warehouse and 
provides the flexible space needed to accommodate a 
variety of functions — including exhibitions, seminars, 
school visits, and a shop. The interior is divided into four 
floors: the architecture centre occupies the bottom two, 
the second is to be let, and the office of the Wessex 
branch of the RIBA is on the third floor. 
Above: The UK's first prupose - built architec-
ture centre; exterior 
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The approach of the project is to preserve the 
old warehouse character, so the existing outer rubble 
wall has been retained, and for contrasting the new in-
tervention. The main difficulty would be introducing natu-
ral sunlight into the interior space. The main source 
comes from the opening on the front facade, and the 
second are the rooflight, above the stairwell. 
The tapering stairs is the most dramatic intervention, 
which tapers as it rises, enticing visitors up the first floor. 
The site is unique and characteristic that gave 
additional meaning to the project, which also encouraged 
more people to come to the center. Also, the preserva-
tion of the old warehouse worked as it housed the exist-
ing program. The program itself was so minimal that 
nothing could be deleted from it. However, the program 
seems to be quite passive, especially the software of it. 
The treatment of the retaining part and the intervention 
is very successful, as they are carried down to every 
detail, from the wall surface, exterior balcony, the counter 
and even the materials chosen. 
Above: The front facade: metal balconies 
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Top: The tapering stair 
Middle: The reception counter 
Bottom: Exposed rubble walls and sivaged tim-
bers preserve the building's warehouse char-
acter. 
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National Archi tecture Institute 
Rotterdam, the Netherlands 
1994 
by Jo Coenen 
The Netherlands National Architecture Institute 
is an exemplary organization, which is not only intended 
as a forum for professional debate and research, but as 
a means of relat ing profession and public. The 
government's brief was the distribution of knowledge on 
architecture, urbanism and planning among the public, 
then it must be accessible and enjoyable to the public. 
The architect responded to the brief in a simple 
way; there are four principal functions, exhibition/mu-
seum, archive, auditorium and administration, they were 
made into four distinct forms. Each form is composed 
by a different primary material. The exhibition hall is fin-
ished in brick, the curved archive in profiled metal sheet, 
the offices in glass and the auditorium in fair-faced con-
crete. These distinct elements are arranged within a 
newly formed reflecting pool, their rigorous geometries 
overlapping to provide linkage between different func-
tional spaces. 
Above: Dissected axonometric 
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The structure and the exposed surface was 
highly expressive, for future expansion to fill in more 
precious materials, because of the limited budget. 
The two entrances, from the park and road, form 
a route through the building. Internally, this route becomes 
the entrance hall, with its open jointed timber decking 
passing across the centre of the foyer space. The routes 
from here to other parts of the building are ambiguous, 
leaving the visitor slightly bewildered as to whether to 
take the ramp to cafe and lecture theatre below, or 
whether to use the lift or its adjacent staircase. This com-
plex circulation route must be a deliberate attempt by 
the architect to promote tension and to establish the long 
views so essential to this building. Entering from the park 
is made into an enjoyable adventure, with a narrow tim-
ber walkway spanning the reflecting pool. The northern 
entrance is more ceremonial with a broad gradual slope 
up to the large glazed entrance. 
At night, the dramatic lighting bathes the con-
crete columns in shades of pink, blue and green. This 
lighting was designed by Peter Struyken. 
Above: Entering from the park 
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The project is a completely new building as com-
parison to another precedent. The site is located in a 
park, which connects the city and the park, but keeps a 
distance for the visitor to approach the building, and have 
a sense of exploration. 
Comparing with other project，the program ivas 
still relatively compact, with only four major functional 
areas. This could be adaptable in Hong Kong context, 
as the budget for this type of project would be very tight. 
Above: The library, poking out over the park-
side entrance above the pool 
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Together with the artificial pool, the design of 
the entrance from the park reminded people of the host 
country, the Netherlands, especially in the use of timber 
and applying the form of gangplank of an ocean liner. 
The four forms / four functions were clear a门d 
Above: The library poking out ^ ； , , •丄 ^ . ^ ^ 
over the park-side entrance however, it was not consistent, as the library 
the pool would have been located with the archive than with the 
Bottom: At night, lights wash-
ing the underside change office. 
slowly, bathing the columns 
in pink, blue and green. 
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Above left & right: The entrance hall is con-
ceived as part of a public route through the build-
ing which joins north and south sides. 
Bottom left: Entrance level 
Bottom right: Site plan 
3 8 
9
 A p ^ n l s
 1U9PD90①Jd
 x ! F > u 9 d d v 
Ch 
From above clockwisely: 
basement 
first level … 
second level 
third level 
section through exhibition 
section through entrance, ^ 、 ； ~ 
library and exhibition space ： ' i ' ! ' 
section through entrance, ‘ ‘ 广”、飞广广 — -
library and offices … ！ ~-一——「~ 
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Interviews with practicing architect 
Interview with Mr. Chris Law 
Looking at the definition of architect changes 
from the time to time, the working spirit of an architect 
has been eroded. 
When architect starts to learn architecture, they 
all learn about those masterpieces, and thought that 
they should be like those masters. However, when they 
come out from university and work in a firm, start to worry 
about their life, how much they earned, therefore, they 
shift from the highest goal of architecture to the money 
oriented side of the industry. They would do everything 
the client told them and only responsible for only the BD 
submission. The architect oscillated themselves from the 
ideal to the money oriented side. 
Moreover, as the role of architect as the coordi-
nator, they are not capable of those technical knowledge, 
marketing strategies, and even the overall policy-mak-
ing. Therefore, architect now situates at a hard time, here 
is the point of departure to reform the structure of knowl-
edge of architect to suit the society. 
Interview with Mr. Vincent Ng 
The issue is the connection between the 
public and the architect. However, where is the miss-
ing link? 
-c l ient J end-user 
-professioness 
- n o change of direct communication 
-cultural background 
-architecture in museum? 
-ci tyscape as art 
-appreciation of architecture 
S M 9 ! > J
 ①
 1U| 
Ch. 5 85 
x ! p u 9 d d v 
Bib l iog raphy 
ABBAS, Ackbar, and Hong Kong: Culture and Politics of 
Disappearance, Hong Kong university Press, 1998 
AGREST, Diana I., Architecture from Without: Theoreti-
cal Framings for a Critical Practice, The MIT Press, Cam-
bridge, Massachusetts, London, England, 1991 
ALEXANDER, Christopher, A Pattern Language: Towns, 
Buildings, Constructions, Oxford University Press, New 
York, 1977 
BROOKES, Alan and RANDALL, Nik, Architectural Re-
view yo\. 194 no. 1164, 1994 Feb, P. 2 4 - 3 4 
HOLLEIN, Hans, Man transforms: an international exhi-
bition on aspects of design for the opening of the 
Smithsonian Institution's National Museum of Design 
Copper - Hewitt Museum, October 1976 
KRONENBURG, Robert, Houses in Motion: The Gen-
esis, History and Development of the Portable Building, 
AD Academy Editions, 1995 
Le Corbusier, Towards a new architecture, Dover Publi-
cations, Inc., New York 
NUTTGENS, Patrick, The dictionary of Art: on Architect 
and Architecture, Grove, P. 361 - 3 6 3 & P. 311 - 3 1 7 
>LJdeJ60!qjg 
90 Ch 







V i s u a l













 m o s t l y
 d e p e n d e n t
 o n
 t h e
 v i s u a l
 s e n s e ,
 w h e n 
p e r c e i v i n g
 a
 s p a c e ,
 t h e r e f o r e ,
 t h e
 v i s u a l
 r e l a t i o n s h i p
 o f 
s i t e
 a n d
 i t s
 o b j e c t s
 i s
 e m p h a s i z e d .
 A l s o -
 t h e
 c e n t r e
 i s
 r e -
g a r d e d
 a s
 a
 p l a t ^ D n m
 t o
 w i t n e s s
 t h e
 c h a n g e
 i n
 t h e
 c i t y s c a p e 
o f
 t h e
 d t y ,
 s o
 t h e
 v i s u a l
 l i n k a g e
 o f
 t h e
 s i t e
 a n d
 t h e
 i n n e r
 c i t y 
i s
 h i g h l y
 a p p r e c b t e d .
 T h e
 p r o j e c t
 i t s e l f
 b e i n 幻
 w b o u t
 w r c h i -
s o
 t h e r e
 i s
 a
 r e l a t i o n s h i p
 o f 
V i e w i n g
 a n d
 b e i n g
 v i e w e d . 
T h ®
 s i t e
 s h o u l d
 p o s e
 m u l t i - e d g e s
 p r o p e r t i e s ,
 t h a t
 i s
 a t
 t h e 
j u n c t i o n
 o f
 s k y ,
 s e a
 a n d
 l a n d
 o r
 h u m a n
 c o n s t r u c t i o n 
T h e
 e m p h a s i s
 o n
 t h e
 c o m m u n i c a t i o n
 o f
 p e o p l e
 i s
 h i g h 一 y 
c o n c e r n e d ,
 s o
 m a n
 i s
 a
 v e r y
 i m p o r t a n t
 f a c t o r ;
 t h e
 s i t e
 s h o u l d 
b e
 e a s i l y
 a c c e s s i b l e
 t o
 t h e
 p u b l i c
 a n d
 c l o s e
 t o
 p u b l i c
 t r a n s -
p o r t a t i o n .
 M o r e o v e r ,
 t h e
 a d d i t i o n a l
 a t t r a c t i o n
 p o i n t s
 n e a r 
t h e
 s i t e
 w o u l d
 b e
 p r e f e r a b l e . 
A s
 t h e
 p o r t a b l e
 s t r u c t u r e
 i s
 d e c i d e d
 a s
 c o n t a i n e r
 t r u c k ,
 t h e 
s i t e
 s h o u l d
 a c c o m p l i s h
 c l e a r
 a § s s i b i = t y . 
W o r d s
 f o r
 s p e c i a l
 p l a c e
 I


































































































































































































NEUHART, John, NEUHART，Marilyn and EAMES, Ray, 
Eames Design: The Work of the office of Charles and 
RayEames, Harry N.Abrams, Inc., Publishers, New York, 
1989 
PIANO, Renzo, Renzo Piano and Building Workshop: 
Buildings and Projects 1971 - 1989, Rizzoli International 
Publications, Inc., 1989, P. 68 - 91 
RASMUSSEN, Steen Eiler, Experiencing Architecture, 
The MIT Press, 1995 
SCRIVEN, Louise, Sowing Architectural Seeds, The 
Architect's Journal, Sept. 1996，P. 24 
SHEPHEARD, Paul, What is Architecture？ An Essay on 
Landscapes, Buildings and Machines, The MIT Press, 
Cambridge, Massachusetts, London, England, 1994 
SINGMASTER, Deborah, Pioneer Architecture Centre 
provides a new port of call, P, 30 - 31 
THIEL, Philip, People, Paths, and Purposes: Notations 
for a Participatory Envirotecture, University ofWashing-
ton Press, Seattle and London, 1997 
TYNG, Alexandra, Beginnings, Louis I. Kahn's philoso-
phy of Architecture, A Wiley - Interscience Publication, 
John Wiley & Sons, New York, Chichester, Brisbane, 
Toronto, Singapore, 1984 
9 7 • d c 






建 築 學 圔 書 館 
Date Due 
還書日期 
Books charged out are subject to recall, Due date is for reference only. 
所 有 書 皆 依 據 催 還 條 例 借 出 ’ 进 會 日 期 只 作 參 考 之 用 • 
12 p 舞 
h itB2QQV 
^ 7 - 0 6 吟力 
1 8 J ^ l l / W f 
- 5 NGV ？-j； / ) 
^ H 气 r 
2009 
CUHK L i b r a r i e s 
